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INTRODUCTION 
Let's talk about the thing nobody wants to say out loud: in Nigerian dating, money matters. 

Not because you're a gold digger. Not because you're materialistic. But because how a man 
handles money with you reveals how serious he is about you. 

A man who's genuinely building toward a future with you will invest in that future. Not just 
emotionally, but practically and financially. 

And a man who's comfortable letting you fund the relationship, pay your own way, or cover his 
expenses while he contributes nothing? He's showing you exactly where you rank in his 
priorities. 

In Nigerian dating culture, a man who's serious shows it financially. That's just how it is. It's not 
about being old-fashioned - it's about him demonstrating that he values you enough to invest 
resources in you. 

If he's giving you "gender equality" talk as an excuse not to pay? He's selective about 
equality. Watch if he's also pushing for equality in other areas, or just when it comes to spending 
money on you. 

This playbook will help you: 

●​ Identify stingy men so they don’t waste your time 
●​ Set clear financial boundaries without guilt 
●​ Spot financial red flags early 
●​ Have the money talk without sounding materialistic 
●​ Protect your resources while dating 
●​ Know when he's genuinely building vs. when he's just using you 

Let’s get into it. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



1. How to Have the Money Talk Without Sounding 
Materialistic 

When to Bring It Up 

Don't wait until: 

●​ You've been funding the relationship for months 
●​ You're resentful 
●​ You've spent money you couldn't afford 

Bring it up when: 

●​ You notice a pattern (you're always paying your way) 
●​ He asks to borrow money 
●​ You're becoming official and need to set expectations 
●​ You mention a financial goal and want to know if he'll support it 

How to Frame It 

Scenario 1: You've been splitting everything and you're tired of it 

Don't say: "Why am I always paying for myself? Are you broke or just stingy?" 

Say: "I've noticed we split everything, and I want to be honest - I'm looking for a partner who's in 
a position to invest in building something together. I'm not asking you to take care of me, but I 
do need to know you're able and willing to contribute more than you currently are." 

Why this works: You're being direct without attacking. You're stating what you need, not 
demanding it. 

Scenario 2: He's asked to borrow money 

Don't say: "Why are you always asking me for money?" 

Say: "I'm not comfortable lending money in a relationship. If you're going through something 
financially, I'm happy to support you in other ways, but I need us to keep money separate for 
now." 

Why this works: You set a boundary without shaming him. You're not saying no to HIM, you're 
saying no to mixing money and relationships at this stage. 

 

 



Scenario 3: You want him to invest in your business/goal 

Don't say: "If you really loved me, you'd support my business financially." 

Say: "I'm working toward [goal], and I'm looking for a partner who can support that - whether 
that's financially contributing, helping me problem-solve, or connecting me with opportunities. I 
need to know if that's something you see yourself doing." 

Why this works: You're clear about expectations without guilt-tripping. You're giving him a 
choice to step up or step aside. 

 

How to Respond When He Accuses You of Being "Money-Minded" 

His accusation: "You're just interested in my money. You're materialistic." 

Your response: "I'm interested in building a life. That requires financial stability. If talking about 
money makes you uncomfortable, that tells me we might not be aligned on what partnership 
means. I'm not asking you to fund my lifestyle - I'm asking if you're capable of contributing to a 
future together." 

Then stop talking. Let him sit with that. 

 

2. Signs He's Going to Drain You Financially (Early Red 
Flags) 
Spot these early and save yourself months (and money): 

🚩 Red Flag 1: The "I'm Broke Right Now" Pattern 

He's "broke" every time there's a date, an outing, or anything that requires spending. But 
somehow he has money for: 

●​ New clothes 
●​ Nights out with the boys 
●​ Betting/gambling 
●​ The latest phone or gadget 

What it means: His priorities don't include you. He has money - he's just not spending it on you. 

 



🚩 Red Flag 2: Always Has Emergencies That Require Your Money 

Every few weeks, there's a crisis: 

●​ "My mom needs hospital money" 
●​ "I need to fix my car or I can't get to work" 
●​ "There’s this new investment opportunity I want to try" 

And somehow, you're the solution. 

What it means: Either he's genuinely terrible with money (red flag on its own), or he's identified 
you as his ATM. 

What to do: Stop helping financially. If his emergencies are real, he'll find other solutions. If they 
stop the moment you stop giving? You have your answer. 

🚩 Red Flag 3: Asks to "Borrow" But Never Pays Back 

He "borrows" ₦10k here, ₦50k there. Promises to pay you back "when he gets paid." Never 
does. And when you bring it up, he gets defensive or says, "I thought we were past keeping 
score." 

What it means: He's testing if you'll let him use you financially. And so far, you are. 

What to do: Stop lending. When he asks again, remind him he hasn't paid back the last 
amount. If he gets upset? That's your answer. 

🚩 Red Flag 4: Lives Beyond His Means But Expects You to Cover Basics 

He's wearing designers, hanging out at expensive spots, buying drinks for his boys - but when 
it's time to take you out? "Let's just chill at home." 

What it means: Image matters to him more than you do. He's willing to spend on what makes 
him look good, not on what shows you he values you. 

🚩 Red Flag 5: Has Money for Luxuries But Not for You 

He just bought new sneakers, went to a club last weekend, and has the latest iPhone - but he's 
"saving money" so you two can't go on a proper date. 

What it means: You're not a priority. His comfort and appearance are. 

 



🚩 Red Flag 6: The "Let's Split Everything 50/50" Guy Who Earns 3x What 
You Do 

He makes ₦500k a month. You make ₦150k. He insists on splitting every single bill down the 
middle because of "equality." 

What it means: He's cheap. Equality to him means "I don't have to spend more on you." 

Run! 

 

3. What to Do When He's "Always Broke" But Has Money 
for Other Things 
You've noticed the pattern. He claims he's broke, but he's clearly spending money - just not on 
you. 

How to Call Out the Inconsistency 

The conversation: 

"I've noticed something I need to bring up. You mention being broke often, but I see you 
spending on [specific things]. I'm not judging your choices, but I need to understand - is it that 
you genuinely don't have money, or is it that spending on me isn't a priority?" 

Then stop talking. Wait for his answer. 

His responses and what they mean: 

Response 1: "I have to spend money on [those things], they're necessary." 

Translation: Those things are more necessary than investing in you. Noted. 

Your response: "I understand. And I need someone who sees investing in our relationship as 
necessary too. So where does that leave us?" 

 

Response 2: "Why are you keeping track of what I spend my money on?" 

Translation: He's deflecting because he knows you're right. 

Your response: "I'm not keeping track. I'm noticing a pattern where you have money for 
everything except showing up for me. That's a problem." 



Response 3: "You're right. I haven't been prioritizing us financially. Let me change that." 

Translation: Possibly genuine. But watch his ACTIONS over the next 2-4 weeks. If nothing 
changes, it was just talk. 

When This Is Temporary vs. Permanent 

Temporary looks like: 

●​ He's transparent about a specific financial setback 
●​ He has a plan and timeline to improve 
●​ He's embarrassed and trying to hide it, but not making excuses 
●​ He still tries to contribute in non-financial ways (time, effort, thoughtfulness) 
●​ The situation improves over 2-3 months 

Permanent looks like: 

●​ It's been "temporary" for 6+ months 
●​ No visible plan or effort to improve 
●​ Comfortable with you carrying the load 
●​ Gets defensive when you bring it up 
●​ Always has an excuse ready 

 

4. How to Spot and Handle Stingy Men 
Let's be very clear: There's a difference between a broke man and a stingy man. 

A broke man doesn't have money right now, but he's generous with what he has. A stingy man 
has money but hates spending it - especially on you. 

The Difference Between Broke and Stingy 

Broke: 

●​ "I don't have much, but let me cover this" 
●​ Offers what he can, even if it's small 
●​ Plans free/low-cost dates creatively 
●​ Apologizes for not being able to do more 
●​ Working actively to improve his situation 

 



Stingy: 

●​ Has money but calculates every naira 
●​ Splits bills to the kobo 
●​ Never offers to cover anything without being asked 
●​ Makes you feel guilty for expecting him to pay 
●​ "Forgets" his wallet conveniently 
●​ Tips terribly (watch how he treats service workers) 
●​ Has money for himself but not for you 

Why Stingy Men Rarely Change 

Stinginess is a CHARACTER issue, not a financial one. It's about: 

●​ Control (he doesn't want you to "expect" things from him) 
●​ Fear of being used (even when you're not using him) 
●​ Deep-rooted scarcity mindset 
●​ Selfishness (his needs are always greater than yours) 

The brutal truth: Even when he gets more money, he'll still be stingy. He'll just have more 
money to be stingy with. 

How Stinginess Shows Up Beyond Money 

A stingy man is stingy with EVERYTHING: 

●​ Time (barely makes time for you) 
●​ Effort (minimal effort in planning, communication, showing up) 
●​ Emotional investment (guards his feelings like they're gold) 
●​ Affection (even compliments feel rationed) 

Why? Because stinginess is about not wanting to "give" anything that might not be returned. 
He's always calculating cost vs. benefit. 

The "I'm Saving/Investing" Excuse 

When it's real: 

●​ He's transparent about his financial goals 
●​ He's saving for something specific (business, property, future) 
●​ He still contributes to the relationship, just not excessively 
●​ His savings/investing is actually happening (you can see the progress or he's open 

about it) 
●​ He includes you in conversations about the future that money is building toward 



When it's stinginess disguised: 

●​ Vague about what he's saving for 
●​ Been "saving" for years with no visible progress 
●​ Uses it as an excuse every single time spending on you comes up 
●​ Somehow has money for his wants but not for investing in you 
●​ Expects you to sacrifice while he "builds" but offers nothing in return 

Why You Should RUN From Stingy Men 

Even if they have money. 

Because: 

●​ You'll always feel like you're begging for basic consideration 
●​ He'll resent you for every naira he spends on you 
●​ He'll keep score of everything he's "given" you 
●​ You'll never feel valued or prioritized 
●​ It will erode your self-worth over time 
●​ When you need him (financially, emotionally), he won't show up 

A stingy man with ₦10 million is worse than a generous man with ₦100k. 

 

5. How to Set Boundaries Around Lending Him Money 
Let's establish this upfront: Lending money in dating is almost always a mistake. 

But if you're going to do it anyway, here are the rules: 

The Golden Rule 

Never lend money you can't afford to lose. Because you probably won't get it back. 

How to Say No Without Feeling Guilty 

His request: "Can you borrow me ₦20k? I'll pay you back on Friday." 

Your response: 

(If you want to help but not with cash): "I don’t have money, but I can help you figure out 
other options. Have you tried [alternative solution]?" 



(If he's making it a test of your support): "If needing money from me is the measure of 
whether I support you, then we're not aligned on what support means. I support you in many 
ways, even though I don’t give you money." 

Then don't explain further. Don't justify. Your no is complete. 

What to Do If You've Already Lent Him Money and He's Not Paying Back 

Step 1: Bring it up directly (once). 

"Hey, you borrowed ₦[amount] on [date] and said you'd pay me back. I need that money. When 
can you return it?" 

Step 2: If he makes excuses or gets defensive, pay attention. 

His response reveals everything: 

●​ "Oh sorry, I forgot. Let me send it now." → Okay, maybe genuine. 
●​ "I thought you didn't need it back." → He's testing if you'll let it slide. 
●​ "Why are you stressing me about money?" → He never planned to pay you back. 
●​ "I'll pay you when I have it." → Which means never. 

Step 3: Don't lend again until he's paid back the first amount. 

If he asks to borrow more: "You still owe me ₦[amount]. Once you pay that back, we can talk." 

If he gets upset? Excellent. Now you know he was using you. 

Step 4: If it's been months and he hasn't paid back, write it off as a lesson fee. 

Don't keep bringing it up. Don't nag. Just never lend to him again. And honestly? Consider if this 
is someone you want to keep dating. 

When Lending Is Reasonable vs. When It's a Trap 

Lending is reasonable when: 

●​ You've been together for 1+ year and he's proven trustworthy 
●​ It's a genuine one-time emergency (verifiable) 
●​ He's embarrassed to ask and only does so as a last resort 
●​ He's clear about when and how he'll pay you back 
●​ He's contributed significantly to you/the relationship before this 
●​ You genuinely have the money to spare without stress 

 

 



Lending is a trap when: 

●​ You've been dating less than 6 months 
●​ This is the second (or third, or tenth) time he's asking 
●​ He's comfortable asking (no embarrassment, like it's normal) 
●​ Vague about when he'll pay you back 
●​ He's never contributed financially to you 
●​ You'd have to sacrifice your own needs to lend to him 
●​ Your gut says no but you're doing it to "prove" you care 

Trust your gut. If it feels like a trap, it probably is. 

 

6. When His Financial Situation Is a Legitimate Obstacle 
vs. an Excuse 
Not every broke man is using you. Some men are genuinely going through financial difficulty. 
Here's how to tell the difference: 

How to Tell If He's Genuinely Building vs. Making Excuses 

Genuine building looks like: 

✅ He's transparent. He tells you what he's working on, what his challenges are, and what his 
plan is. No vague "I'm working on something." 

✅ You can see progress. Even if it's slow, things are moving forward. He's getting interviews, 
building something, learning a skill, taking steps. 

✅ He has a timeline. "In the next 6 months, I'm aiming to..." vs. "One day when I get money..." 

✅ He's resourceful. He finds free/low-cost ways to date you, contribute, and show up because 
he WANTS to, even with limited resources. 

✅ He doesn't use his situation as an excuse to not contribute. He still finds ways to add 
value - planning thoughtful dates, helping you with something, using his skills to support you. 

✅ He's humble but hopeful. He's not wallowing or playing victim. He's honest about where he 
is but optimistic about where he's going. 

Making excuses looks like: 

❌ Vague about what he's doing. "I'm working on some things" but can never explain what or 
show progress. 



❌ No visible improvement over months. It's been 6 months, a year, and his situation is 
exactly the same. 

❌ Blames external factors constantly. The government, the economy, his family, his past - 
but never takes responsibility. 

❌ No plan. Just hoping things will magically get better without any concrete steps. 

❌ Uses his financial situation to avoid contributing. "I'm broke so I can't do anything for 
you" but still expects you to show up for him. 

❌ Defensive when you ask about progress. Gets upset when you inquire about his plans or 
goals because he knows he's not really trying. 

Questions That Reveal His Real Financial Priorities 

Ask these (casually, not like an interrogation): 

1. "What are you working toward financially right now?" 

●​ Good answer: Specific goals (saving for X, building Y, learning Z) 
●​ Bad answer: Vague or "just trying to survive" 

2. "What's your plan for the next 6-12 months?" 

●​ Good answer: Clear steps, even if small 
●​ Bad answer: "I don't know" or "Whatever happens, happens" 

3. "If you got ₦500k tomorrow, what would you do with it?" 

●​ Good answer: Invest in growth (business, skill, savings) 
●​ Bad answer: Spend it on consumption (clothes, nights out, gadgets) 

4. "How do you prioritize your spending right now?" 

●​ Good answer: Necessities first, then growth investments 
●​ Bad answer: Fun first, then complains about being broke 

 

The Timeline Test (How Long Is Too Long to Wait?) 

Reasonable waiting period: 

●​ 3-6 months if he's actively working on something specific 
●​ You should see progress by month 3 



●​ Significant change by month 6 

Too long: 

●​ 6+ months with no visible improvement 
●​ 1 year+ of "I'm working on it" with nothing to show 

The harsh truth: If he's not improving in 6 months, he's either not trying hard enough, or his 
situation is permanent. Either way, you need to decide if you're willing to stay. 

 

What Actual Progress Looks Like 

Month 1-2: 

●​ He's applied to jobs, started a side hustle, enrolled in a course, or taken concrete steps 
●​ He's more hopeful and focused 

Month 3-4: 

●​ Small wins start appearing (freelance gigs, part-time work, first client) 
●​ He's contributing a bit more to the relationship 
●​ His confidence is growing 

Month 5-6: 

●​ Noticeable improvement in his financial situation 
●​ He's able to invest in you more consistently 
●​ He's grateful for your patience and shows it 

If none of this is happening? He's not building. He's stalling. 

 

Red Flags That He's Comfortable Staying "Broke" 

🚩 He talks about his financial problems constantly but takes no action 

🚩 He's given up and accepted his situation as permanent 

🚩 He's comfortable with you funding him indefinitely 

🚩 He gets defensive when you suggest solutions or opportunities 

🚩 He has time for leisure but no time to work on improvement 



🚩 He prioritizes comfort over growth (would rather chill than hustle) 

 

When to Be Patient vs. When to Walk Away 

Be patient if: 

●​ He's genuinely trying and you can see it 
●​ There's a clear, realistic timeline 
●​ He's still contributing non-financially (time, effort, emotional support) 
●​ You're not sacrificing your own financial goals to support him 
●​ Your gut says he's trustworthy and this is temporary 

Walk away if: 

●​ It's been 6+ months with no progress 
●​ You're the only one sacrificing 
●​ He's comfortable with the dynamic and not motivated to change 
●​ You're funding him while your own goals suffer 
●​ Your resentment is growing 
●​ He's not even grateful for your patience 

Remember: You're not his mother. You're not his investor. You're his partner - or you're 
supposed to be. If he can't meet you somewhere in the middle, even with limited resources, he's 
not the one. 

 

7. How to Evaluate if He's Building Toward Being Able to 
Invest in You 
Actions speak. Watch for these signs: 

Does He Talk About the Future With You in It Financially? 

✅ Yes, if: 

●​ He says things like "When I'm earning more, I want to support your business" 
●​ He includes you in conversations about financial goals 
●​ He talks about building together, not just for himself 
●​ He asks about your financial goals and wants to contribute to them 

 



❌ No, if: 

●​ All future talk is vague ("one day," "eventually," "when I blow") 
●​ He talks about HIS financial future without mentioning you 
●​ He avoids conversations about the future altogether 
●​ He gets uncomfortable when you bring up long-term plans 

 

Is He Transparent About His Financial Goals and Timeline? 

✅ Yes, if: 

●​ He's open about what he's earning, what he's working toward, and when 
●​ He gives you realistic updates on his progress 
●​ He's honest when things aren't going well 
●​ He doesn't hide his financial situation from you 

❌ No, if: 

●​ He's secretive about money 
●​ Gives vague answers when you ask about his goals 
●​ Keeps changing his timeline ("6 months" becomes "1 year" becomes "whenever") 
●​ You have no idea what he's actually doing financially 

 

Does He Sacrifice for His Growth or Just Expect You to Sacrifice for Him? 

✅ Yes, if: 

●​ He's cutting back on non-essentials to invest in his growth 
●​ He's working extra hours, learning new skills, hustling 
●​ He's uncomfortable asking you to sacrifice but grateful when you choose to 
●​ He wants to build so he can GIVE to you, not so you can keep GIVING to him 

 

❌ No, if: 

●​ He's living comfortably while asking you to sacrifice 
●​ He expects you to "support" him while he makes no real sacrifices himself 
●​ He's spending money on his lifestyle but expects you to cover basics 
●​ He takes your support for granted 

 



The Difference Between "I'm Not Ready YET" and "I'm Never Going to Be 
Ready" 

"Not ready YET" sounds like: 

●​ "I want to be in a better position before I commit fully. Give me 6 months to get X in 
place." 

●​ Clear timeline, specific goal, visible effort 

"Never going to be ready" sounds like: 

●​ "I'm just not ready for a relationship right now." (After 6 months of dating) 
●​ "Let's just see where things go." (Translation: I'm comfortable with how things are) 
●​ "Why do we need to rush?" (When you've been "taking it slow" for a year) 

If he's saying "not ready" but showing no signs of GETTING ready, he's never going to be 
ready. At least not for you. 

 

8. The Difference Between Temporarily Broke vs. Will 
Always Expect You to Fund Him 
This is the million-naira question. Here's how to tell: 

Temporarily Broke With a Plan 

Mindset: 

●​ "This is temporary. I'm working on it." 
●​ Embarrassed about his current situation 
●​ Motivated to change 
●​ Grateful for any support but doesn't expect it 

 

Behavior: 

●​ Still tries to contribute however he can 
●​ Resourceful with limited funds (plans creative dates, finds free activities) 
●​ Talks about the future with optimism 
●​ His situation improves over 3-6 months 

 



With you: 

●​ Apologizes when he can't contribute financially 
●​ Makes up for it with time, effort, thoughtfulness 
●​ Protective of you financially (doesn't want you spending on him) 
●​ Excited to invest in you once he's in a better position 

 

Will Always Expect You to Fund Him 

Mindset: 

●​ "This is just how life is." 
●​ No embarrassment about his situation 
●​ Comfortable with you carrying the financial load 
●​ Feels entitled to your support 

Behavior: 

●​ Makes no effort to improve 
●​ Spends what little he has on himself, not the relationship 
●​ Has excuses for everything 
●​ His situation stays the same or gets worse over time 

With you: 

●​ Expects you to cover him without asking 
●​ Gets defensive when you mention the financial imbalance 
●​ No plans to ever reciprocate or invest in you 
●​ Sees your money as "our money" but his money as "his money" 

 

How He Talks About Money Reveals Everything 

Healthy: 

●​ "I'm working on getting to a place where I can support us better" 
●​ "I appreciate you being patient with me" 
●​ "I don't want you to have to carry this load forever" 

Unhealthy: 

●​ "Money isn't everything" 
●​ "You're too focused on material things" 



●​ "If you really loved me, this wouldn't matter" 
●​ "My mom/ex never complained about money" 

 

The Gratitude Test 

Does he appreciate when you help or does he expect it? 

Gratitude looks like: 

●​ "Thank you so much, I really appreciate this" 
●​ "I'll make this up to you when I can" 
●​ "I don't take this for granted" 
●​ Visible discomfort with taking from you 

Entitlement looks like: 

●​ Casual acceptance with no real thanks 
●​ "That's what partners do" 
●​ Expects you to say yes without asking properly 
●​ Gets upset when you can't or don't want to help 

If he's not grateful, he's entitled. And entitled men rarely change. 

 

Does His Situation Improve Over Time or Stay the Same? 

Track this honestly: 

Month 1: He's broke Month 3: Still broke, but working on something Month 6: Still broke, same 
excuses Month 9: Still broke, now you're resentful 

If nothing has changed by month 6, nothing will change. 

Either: 

●​ He's not actually trying 
●​ He's incompetent with money 
●​ He's comfortable with you funding him 
●​ This is who he is permanently 

In any case, you need to decide if you're willing to stay. 

 



Warning Signs He's Looking for a Sponsor, Not a Partner 

🚩 He asks about your salary/financial situation early on 

🚩 He's suddenly interested when he finds out you have money 

🚩 He moves in fast ("let's be official") before establishing genuine connection 

🚩 He has financial "emergencies" very early in the relationship 

🚩 He mentions all his exes were "supportive" (translation: they funded him too) 

🚩 He's quick to talk about what you can do for him, slow to talk about what he can do for you 

🚩 He's comfortable with you paying for everything and never tries to change it 

If you see 3 or more of these? You're being sized up as a sponsor. 

 

9. What to Do When You've Already Been Funding Him 
You've been paying for dates, sending money, covering his transport, funding this relationship. 
And now you're realizing you need to stop. 

Here's how to do it without blowing everything up (unless you want to - that's valid too). 

How to Stop Without Destroying the Relationship 

Step 1: Stop (but don't announce it) 

Just stop. No big conversation. No "I'm not going to pay for you anymore" speech. Just... stop 
offering, stop volunteering, stop covering him. 

Step 2: Let him notice naturally 

When a situation comes up where you'd normally pay: 

Him: "Should we grab food?" 

You: "Sure, if you're buying." 

OR 

Him: "Can you send me something small?" 

You: "I'm not in a position to do that right now." 



Keep it simple. No long explanations. 

 

The Pullback Strategy 

What happens when you stop funding him: 

Outcome 1: He steps up 

●​ He starts covering dates 
●​ He stops asking for money 
●​ He shows appreciation for what you've done in the past 
●​ This is good. He was getting comfortable and needed the wake-up call. 

Outcome 2: He gets upset/defensive 

●​ "Why are you acting different?" 
●​ "You've changed" 
●​ "So you don't want to support me anymore?" 
●​ This is manipulation. He's upset his free ride is over. 

Outcome 3: He disappears 

●​ Goes cold or quiet 
●​ Starts pulling away 
●​ Becomes distant 
●​ Perfect. Now you know he was only around for what you provided. 

 

What to Say When He Notices You've Stopped 

His question: "Why aren't you sending me money anymore? Did I do something?" 

Your response: "I realized I was over-functioning financially in this relationship, and I needed to 
pull back to see if we're actually balanced. A healthy relationship shouldn't have me funding you 
while you contribute nothing." 

If he argues: "I noticed you got upset instead of stepping up. That tells me everything I need to 
know." 

Then stop engaging. You don't owe him a debate. 

 



How to Reset Financial Dynamics 

If you want to stay in the relationship but change the dynamic: 

1. Have the come-to-Jesus conversation: 

"I need to be honest. I've been carrying us financially, and it's not sustainable. Going forward, I 
need you to contribute more. I'm not asking you to take care of me, but I can't keep taking care 
of you." 

2. Set clear expectations: 

"I need you to cover dates going forward." "I'm not lending money anymore." "I need to see you 
investing in us, not just enjoying what I provide." 

3. Give him a timeline: 

"I need to see change over the next 2-3 months. If things stay the same, I'll have to make a 
decision about whether this is working for me." 

4. Stick to it: 

If nothing changes after your conversation, you need to actually leave. Otherwise, you've taught 
him your words mean nothing. 

 

When It's Too Late to Fix (And Time to Leave) 

Sometimes the dynamic is too broken to repair. You know it's time to go when: 

❌ You've had the conversation multiple times and nothing changes 

❌ He promises to do better but his actions stay the same 

❌ You're resentful and can't shake it 

❌ You've lost respect for him (and maybe yourself for staying) 

❌ You're sacrificing your own financial goals to fund him 

❌ He's not even trying to change 

At that point, the kindest thing you can do - for both of you is walk away. 

 



10. Financial Green Flags: What Investment From Him 
Actually Looks Like 
You've read all the red flags. Now let's talk about what you SHOULD be seeing from a man 
who's genuinely invested in you: 

✅ He Pays for Dates Without Making You Feel Like You Owe Him 

●​ He covers the bill naturally, without fanfare 
●​ Doesn't keep score or bring it up later 
●​ Doesn't expect sexual favors because he paid for dinner 
●​ Treats paying as normal, not as doing you a favor 

✅ He Contributes to Your Goals (Business, Education, Personal Growth) 

●​ When you mention a business idea, he asks how he can help (and follows through) 
●​ He contributes financially if he can, or supports practically if he can't 
●​ He buys you books, pays for courses, invests in your growth 
●​ He sees your success as shared success, not competition 

✅ He's Not Keeping Score 

●​ Doesn't remind you of everything he's spent on you 
●​ Doesn't throw financial support in your face during arguments 
●​ Gives freely without expectation of immediate return 
●​ Understands that investment in the relationship flows both ways 

✅ He's Transparent About His Finances 

●​ Open about what he earns, what he's saving for, what his goals are 
●​ Doesn't hide money issues or pretend to have more than he does 
●​ Comfortable discussing finances maturely 
●​ Honest when he's going through a tough season financially 

✅ He Plans Financial Futures That Include You 

●​ Talks about "our" goals, not just "my" goals 
●​ Discusses buying property, investing, building wealth together 
●​ Includes you in major financial decisions 
●​ Sees you as a partner in building, not a dependent or a sponsor 

 



✅ He Doesn't Make You Feel Bad for Expecting Him to Contribute 

●​ Understands that financial contribution is part of partnership 
●​ Doesn't accuse you of being materialistic for having standards 
●​ Doesn't use "modern woman" or "equality" as an excuse not to invest 
●​ Recognizes that supporting you is an honor, not a burden 

✅ He Sees Your Financial Growth as Important as His Own 

●​ Celebrates your wins (promotions, business success, financial milestones) 
●​ Not threatened by your financial independence 
●​ Encourages you to save, invest, and build wealth 
●​ Wants you to be financially secure even if something happens to the relationship 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
Here's what I need you to understand: 

A man who's serious about you will find a way to invest in you. Not because you 
demanded it. Not because you're materialistic. But because that's what men do when they value 
something. 

They invest. 

Time! Effort! Resources! Money! 

And if he's not investing while claiming he cares? He's lying. Either to you or to himself. 

Your job isn't to convince him you're worth investing in. Your job is to recognize when you're 
dealing with someone who already sees your value - and when you're dealing with someone 
who's comfortable taking from you while giving nothing back. 

Protect your resources. Set your boundaries. And never, ever fund a man who won't 
commit. 

You deserve a partner who adds to your life, not one who drains it. 
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